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priority areas

• Art 2 (7):"priority areas" means areas where 
there is decisive evidence, or legitimate grounds 
for suspicion, that one or more soil degradation 
processes exceeding the level of risk 
acceptability referred to in Article 6(2)(b) is 
occurring or is likely to occur in the near future;

• Art 6 (2)(c): Member States shall identify priority 
areas on their national territory, at the 
appropriate level and geographical scale, that 
exceed the levels of acceptability established in 
point (b) 
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action progammes

• Art 8 (1):…Member States shall, in respect of 
the priority areas identified …draw up, at the 
administrative level and geographical scale that 
they consider appropriate, an action 
programme…



4

Delineation of priority areas

• Despite Annex 1: no explicit guideline for 
delineation of priority areas

• If not comparable – will it be left to individual 
member states though?

• measures to be taken – with respect to 
delineated area?

• reporting?



5



6

soil map of Austria
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STU´s

22 STU‘s on national level

but:

50 – 60 units per survey area, 
more than 200 areas!
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soil survey areas
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priority areas – small scale

Possible consequences:

• further mapping action
• overlay of soil maps and land register contents
• resulting in a spatial pattern of priority areas at 

the plot level all over the country
• measures on a similar scale as priority areas – at 

the plot level?
• administration of measures at this level - time 

consuming and cost - intensive
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priotity areas – big scale

Possible consequences:

• individual allocation to priority area problematic – 
may be even counter productive (exclusion from 
subsidy programs, sanctions?)

• no positive effect concerning soil protection!
• big scale may only give an overview to raise the 

awareness (are data sufficiently available in all of 
the MS?)

• Overlapping of threats!
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Annex 1 - parameters

• not all parameters suitable from a scientific point 
of view, e.g.

• erosion:
hydrological conditions, agro – ecological zone

• decline of organic matter:
soil typological unit

• partly due to the incomplete citation from the 
original publication by the ESB
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